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Ad this Commandment have we from him, that he who || 
FB loveth God, love his Brother alſo. hy DI ng 
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1 HE true End * of Religion, is manifeſtly Þ 
: this ; co make Men wiſer aud bett Ter Om prove, n 


exalt, and perfect their Nature; to teach them to 
| . obey, and love, and imitate God ; to cauſe them to extend 
their Love and Goodneſs and Charity to all their Fellow- 
_ Creatures, each in their ſeveral Stations, and according to 
the meaſure of their ſeveral Abilities z in like manger as 
the univerſal Goodneſi of God, extends it ſelf over all his 
Works through the whole Creation; And to oblige them 
2 2 5-4 the Paſſions of their Mind, with Moderation; 
| . and the Appetites of their Body, with Temperance. This 
zs plainly the chief End and Deſign of true Religion: And ' 
'- Whoeveratts contrary to all or any of theſe great Rules, 
by wilfully diſhonouring God, by hating his Brother, or _ 
by abuſing and corrupting himſelf; is either a falſe and 
© - Hypocritical Profeflour of the Truth, if he does theſe things 
In contradiction to the plain Rules, and in defiance of tile 
1 7 705 of his Religion; or elſe the Religion which he pro- }F 
feſſes, is itlelf a falſe and corrupt Religion, if he does any | 
of thefe things in compliance with the Principles, and by 
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| "permiſſion of the Laws thereof. The Religion of the 
| -, Chnrch of Rome is therefore a falſe and corrupt Religion; 
-» becauſe, as it diſhonours God by mixing Idolatry with Di- 
„vine Worſhip, and gives Men too much encouragement to 
corrupt Themſelves, and toindulge their vicious Inclinations 
and Habits, by allowing them, through many Superſtiti- | ' 
dus Rites, to reconcile a wicked Life with the Hopes of 
Heaven, fo it particularly permits, nay and requires Men to 4 
hate and perſecute their Brethren; And thoſe whom, for (| 
* want ofthe Arguments of reaſon and truth, they are not . 
abe to convince and bring over to their party, they ende 
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i the greateſt'Corruptions of an excellent Inſtitution, that 
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any Religion can reaſonably be ſuppoſed to have been in- 


doctrine of our Saviour, is intirely 1 to this Spirit; 
and teaches us nothing but Love and Peace, Meekneſs and | 4 
Charity, Patience and Forbearance one towards another. 
T F. Man ſay, I love God, and bateth his Bret ber, be m lit, 
Tor he commandment have we from bum, that be who" lobetb 
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| endeayour, Fist, to ſhow briefly the'great Obligation, - \ | 
I Which lie upon al 1 conſidered as Equal, 
| P f Love and- Meekneſs, 51 1 


o ME". 
— — 


| to practiſe this Bxcellent Duty o 
I Patience and Forbearance one towards another. And; Se 
_ y$ Ccondly, I ſtall conſider ſome of the principal and moſt re- ' 
markable Variations of this Duty, axiſing from the diffe- 
rent Relations and Circumſtances that Men ſtand in one 
„„ Ä ‚‚ ⅛—:lb 0, « ll, ] èͤ ͥüVVw.. I TR 1 3s lp 
/ e ee -P 
I. As to the Obligation which lies upon all Men id ge: 
F aneral;\confidered as Equals, to practiſe this great Duty o 
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univerfal Love, Meekneſs and Charity; tis evident: 
ETSY, Moo e 12 at I ne %% HR 7 
_ If. That by the original order and cooſtirution'of Na. 


ture, Men are ſo made and framed, that they neceffarily 
Want one anothers Help and Affiſtance, for their mutuak 
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ſupport and preſervation in the World. They cannot 


Soclcty isabfolutely neceſſary for them; and the Bond of 


1 


all Society, is mutual Love, Charity and N Now 


elinations of their own Minds, when not 7 d by che 
aly..diſpaled 


And, did they not ſuffer Covetouſneſs and Revenge, anc 


other fooliſh and abſurd Paſſions, unreaſonably to over- 
 , rulethistheir natural Diſpoſition; they would umverſally 
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injoy the happy Fruits and Effects of it. For even in the 


= e oe aol the, World, as far as their 
#  Viceswill permit, M | 
Commerce and Communication with cach other; they 
lovye to increaſe their Dependencies, by multiplying Affi- 
nit ies; and to inlarge their Friendſhips, by mutual good 
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en ſtill deſire to keep up a general 
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to any Man; but every one is obliged for the publick Be- 


<& CQionand tendency of uncorrupted Nature is. 
No Man therefore can, without tranſgreſſing both the 


even as himſelf; and; upon what accaſion ſoe ver any mi- 
unqderſtandings or provocations may happen to ariſe, he 
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.. Offices; and to eſtabliſh Socictics, by a Communication of 
Arts and Labour and Induſtry. The only poſſible means - 
of preſerving which Societies, in any tolerable and durable 
manner, being the practiſe of mutual Love, and univerlal 
Charity and eee e ſhows plainly what the dire-- 
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plain La of his Being, and alſo acting contraty ro the | 
eaſon of his own Mind aud the natural Inclination Of his 
uncorrupred Affections, dowillingly any hurt or miſchiet 


nefit, to indeavour to do good toall, and to love all Men 


_ - nets, rather than exaſperate with retaliations; and put an 


| - cumitances do to hem. This is all that is really meat 


In, according tothe Rull . Huma E 
; 42 Friendſhip ; that they ſhould be tender of his Life, Eſtate, 


[in things wherein he ſtands in need of their Aſſiſtance, ane 


end to all differences, afſoon as poſſibly he can. By this 
means the World would become as happy, as tis poſſible 
for Men in this preſent State of imperfection to be: And 
nothing hinders Mankind from arriving actually at this 
degree of Happineſs, bur moſt perverſe and molt unreaſo » 


6f 77-00 ON io gt Go Of oe os of 
For, in order to bring about this great and excellent 
End, vis, univerſal Love and Friendſhip, and all the- 
happy Effects and Conſequences of it; nothing more is re- 

. quilite, chan that Men do to others in all reſpects, What 
they would reafongbly deſire that others ſhould in like Ci · 


be 
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emſelves; And thus much they are 
by the plaineſt Equity, and by the 


58 by lovin others as 4 
manifeſtly oblige, | 1 
_ cleareſt Reaſon in t World. Every Man is delirous, ane 

thinks it highly reaſonable, that others ſhould deal witn 

g to the Rules of Equity, Humanity, and . ; 
and Reputation; that in matters of Commerce, they -. 
ſhould treat him with Juſtice, Fairncſs and Truth; that - 
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relieve him according to e incaſe of igno 
rance or miſtake, they ſhould be ready to inform him; 
and where he has given any Offenſe, to forgive him upon 
E  hisdefireof Reconciliation. This every Man thinks rea- 5 
ſonable in is own caſe; and therefore he is undeniably ' | 
bound tothink it reaſonable likewiſe, when ever it be an- 
tiber Manscaſeto expect the like from him. And it he does 
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not act according to this judgment; he is 1 putty _ 
of ſuch Taiquirty and Au ee as nothing but Cu- 
ſtom in, Wicked aefs and the Number of Evil Examples 
could be able to ſupport Men under, and harden them in 
the practiſe of it, againſt the Shame and Self- condemnati:- 
# onoftheirown Minds. For, what is in it ſelf fit and right _ 
to be done, every Mans own Conſcience plainly tells him; 
and, whenſoever he gives himſelf time ſeriouſly te con- 
ider au review his A Men it ac either applauds 
and commends him, and affords him great pleaſure and 
ſatis faction, from the ſenſe of his having anſwered the chief 
ends of his Creation, and complied with the higheſt Obli- 
gations of his Nature, in having indeavoured to promote 
the univerſal Welfare and Happineſs of Mankind, by the 
practiſe of Truth and Righteouſneſs, Meeknefs, Goodneſs. 
and Charity; or elſe, on the other fide, it cannot but ſe- 
cCretly reproach and ſeverely condemn him, for having 
acted the contrary part. Which Judgment of Conſcienſe, 
though Men may indeed conceal from the World, and 
diſſemble their Senſe of the weight oft upon their own . 
Mind,, in reſpect of their fn Action: et it always diſco- 
vers it ſelf in the Cenſures they paſs n the Action, of C- 
* 27-ers, For, how much wickedneſs ai ncharitableneß, or 
pride and contentiouſneſs ſoever, Men can overlook in 
| rhemſelves;, yet there is no Man, but in judging of others, 
| where his own Intereſt and Paſſions are not concerned, 
will rightly enough diſtinguiſh concerning the caracters of 
Perſons, and the true value of Mens Actions; will give 
juſt applauſe and commendation, to Men of meek and 
peaceable and quiet Spirits, Lovers of Mankind, ſuch as 
delight to do good, and to make. All about them as ea 
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do Good to each other, according to their ſeveral Powers 


x 


Creatures; and continues to preſerve them for no other 


. reaſon, but that he may ſtill continue to do good to them. 
He maketh bis Sun to riſe on the Evil and on the Good, and ſend- 
eth Rain on the Juſt and on the Unjuſt :(Matt.5.45.)JGiving w 
from Heaven fruitful Seaſons, and filling our Hearts with Food | 


and Abilities: So they are ſtill further and more ſtrictly 
- obliged to the Practiſe of the ſame Duty, in Imitation of the 
Nature, and in Obedience to the Will and Law of God, G 
Himſelf & Love, (1 John 4. 8.) as the Apoſtle ſtiles him; 
an infinite and inexhauſtible Fountain of never- failing 
Goodneſs. Who, being infinitely and eternally happy in 
the injoyment of his own unſpeakable per f ections, could 
have no other Motive to create things at firſt, but only that 
he might communicate his goodneſs and happineſs to his 


and happy as they can; and 55 the contrary; will freely * . 
. condemn.the promoters of Hatred, Animoſity and Con- 
tention. All which plainly ſhows; both what the Law of 
dur Nature, and what the original Inclinations of our Aﬀ- - 
fections are, when not corrupted with the practiſe of Vice. 

Re Soi parts a2 eros by pate; rodents =, hand 4 2 „ 85 

2. As all Men are obliged thus by the neceflary Cireum-. 
lances and Condition of their, Being, and alſo by the original: 
4nd natural Inclinationsof their own Minds, to Love and to 


and Gladneſi.¶ Acts 14. 17.) Now for the ſame reaſon that 


God does Himſelf continually delight in doing Good, and 


permit and aſſiſt each other to enjoy in particular the ſe- 


veral Effects and Bleſſings of the Divine Univerfal Good- - 
neſs. God cannot but be pleaſed with ſuch, who indeavour 
to conform themſelves to the likeneſs of his Divine Nature, 
and make ic their buſineſs, according to the extent of their 
_. Power, and the meaſure of their ſeveral Abilities, to pro 
more't RATE 20 ee of all their fellow-crea- 
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tures; in like manner as the . 1 


* 


ſeems always to take eſpecial pleaſure in deſcribing himſelf 
by that particular Attribute of Love and Goodneſs; for the 
ſame reaſon it muſt neceffarily be his Will, that all rea ſona- 

ble Creatures ſhoulꝗ imitate him in that Excellent perf¶e: 
Cition; and, by the Practiſe of mutual Love and Charity, 
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we might be able to diſcern between Good and Evil, : 
learn to chooſe the One and avoid rhe Other: He has im- 


naturally incline us to be kind and friendly and charitable one 
towards another: He has ſo framed and conſtituted our 


* 
be continually exerciſed in the Practiſe of theſe divine Vir- 


to others : In fine; He has given us no other way of ex- 
= whom we have wot Her ; (1706 4. 21. )as by Loving and 
doing good to our Brethren, whom we have ſeen: For no 
Aan as ſeen God at any time; (1 John 4. 12. & 13.) But if we 


really dwellerb in u, and that bi love 1j perfected in us, and 
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clear, even from the hare Light of Nature it felt. - . - 


another, not only by the ties of common humanity, as we 
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of God, extends it ſelf h his works 
chrough the whole Creation. He has given us noble PoWers 
and Faculties on purpoſe, to inable us to imitate him in the 
exerciſe of theſe excellent Attributes: He has endued us 

Vith Reaſon and Underſtanding, for that ver 818 thar 
il, and 


planted in our Minds ſuch Affections and , er Ig as 


Nature, and ſo ordered the Circumſtances of our preſent 
State, as to make Society and Friendſhip neceſſary tothe 
| ſupport and comfort of Life; on purpoſe that Men might 


tues: He has interwoven the Intereſt of Men, and made 
the Happinels of every particular Perfon depend upon the 
Welfare of the Publick ; that each one, from the Senſeof | 
his own Want an Exigencies, might ſce the reafonableneſs | 
and neceffity of making it is principal buſineſs to do good 


ppreſſing ſo acceptable our Love and Gratitude to 1 5 


 Lowcone another, hereby we know that God, tho' inviſible, yet | 


that we dwell in bim and he in us, becauſe we are Imitators of 8 
his Nature and Partakers of hi, Spirit. And thus much 8 


But then, 34h, The Chriſtian Religion carries our obli- 
gation to the practiſe of this Excellent Duty, {till much 
higher. We are No obliged to love and to do gooq to one 


are Men, and partakers of the ſame common Nature; bu 
ws are further to look upon our ſelves as Brethren in a 
more peculiar and eminent manner, being all the Children 
of God in Chriſt, all members at the ſame Body, all par- 
[i .rakersof the ſame Spirit, all Heirs of the ſame bleſſed Hope 
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of Immortality. There ir one Body, and ane Spirit, even as e 


| 


of Nature, and by our continual Experience of that go 


the whole Creation: But we have moreover the Example 
of God's goodneſs and loving kindneſs manifeſted to us in 


bowels of mercy, kindneſs, humbleneſs of mind, meekneſs, long-ſuf< 
Fering; Forbearing. ens anot her, and forgiving one another, if a 
Man has a quarrel againſt any; even as Chrift forgave you, ſa © 
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are called in one hope of your calling; One Lord, One Faith, Qne  _ 


Baptiſm, One God and Father of all. ( Eph. 4. 4.) Weretore | 
'. Theſeech you, ſaith the Apoſtle, that ye-walk worthy of the v 

cation wherewith' ye are called; With all lowlineſs and meeknels, 
| with long-ſuffering, forbearing one another in love; En dea vouring 
to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. (Eph. 4. 1. 5 4} 
Again: We Chriſtians, have not only the Example of | 
 Gads Love and Goodneſs in general propoſed to our Ilmi- 


7 


tation, as theſe excellent Attributes of the Divine Nature 
are made known to Us by right Reaſon, and by the Light N 


Providence, which preſides over all, and does good to all, 
and manifeſts it ſelf daily in all the works of God chrough 


* 
a more particular and extraordinary manner, in that ſin- 5 
gular Inſtance of the Redemption of mankind by the 


Death of his Son; Of which exceeding Tea of 


ſerved mercy, we being all partakers, and having all our 


hopes of happineſs founded upon it, are conſequently un: 
der the ſtrongheſt Obligation poſſible, to be in dur pro- 


* 


z. 12. Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, 


alſo do 3e: And above all theſe things, put oncharity, hieb. is 


> 


the bond of perfectneſi ; and let the peace of God rule in your bcartsy — 


to the-which alſo ye are called in one Body. 


« 


__- Laftly; As wé are Chriſtiaus, we are obliged to Love :- 
and to do good to each other; not only by our knowing ian 
general, from the conſideration of the Divine Nature and 
Attributes, that it muſt needs be agreeable to the Will f 
Cod, that we ſhould do ſo; but by having moreover re- |, 
ee ein eee as irene LR: 
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portion kind and merciful and charitable to our Bret hren, * 

_ as God has been infinitely good and merciful to Un. This 

Argument is ſtrong]y urged by the Apoſtle St. Paul, Col. 
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and Command of your Saviour, on which he inſiſts part 
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2 alſo love one another; John 13. 34. And he makes it as ir 
S werc the diſtinguiſhing mark and badge of his Diſciples : 
| By this ſhall all Men know that ye are my Diſciples, if ye bavs 


— 


hass ſet us an example, wherein he indiſpenſably requires 
that we ſhould follow his Steps. And accordingly we find 
the Apoſtles every where declaring, that univerſal Love 
and Charity, à the End of the Commandment, the 1 wet 
aim and deſign of our whole Religion, 1 Tim. I. 5. That 


. * 


4. 2 
2 — 


all che Commandments are briefly comprebended in this ſaying, 
| Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as thy ſelf, Rom. 13. 8. And a- 


alt love thy neighbour as thy elf, Gal. 5. 14. Inſomuch that 
& - whoſoever wants this excellent Virtue ; all his other pre- 
= renſes of Religion whatſoever, and of zeal for the Service 


Jay, I love God, and hateth bis brother, be is a Liar, 1 John 4. 
20. And St. Paul in like manner; Thowgh I ſpeak, faith he, 


aum become as ſounding braſs, or a tinkling cymbal ; that is, all 
my pretenſes to religion are falſe and empty: Andibough 
I have ebe gift of prophecy, and underſtand all myſteries and all 
| knowledge ;, andthough I bave all Faith, ſo that 1 could remove 
mountains; and bade no Charity; I am nothing : And though I 


fg | 


3 be burned, and have not Charity; it profiteth me not hing 1 Cor. | 
13. I. And the reaſon why ſo particular a ſtreſs is laid upon 
the practiſe of this great Duty of univerſal Love and Cha- 
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Diſpoſition of Mind, which is the higheſt poſſible impro- 
vement and perfection of our rational Nature; 'Tis that 
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* cularly, and ſeems to recommend it above all others, as 
dhe moit abſolutely neceſſary and indifpenſable Qualifica- 
tion of a {incere Chriſtian. \A new commandment, laith he, 
3 Igive unto you, that ye love one another, as I have loved you,that 


1 IJove one to another. He himſelf, while he was here upon 
W Earth, went continually about, doing good; and in ſo doing hgñůe 


be tbat loveth his neighbour, bath fulfilled the Law ;, For that 
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Þ 5 4 gain That all the law is fulfill:d in one word, even in this, Thou . 


ol God, are declared to be vain and of no value. Ta Han 


Wit hit he tongues of Men and Angels, and have not Charity; IF 
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| below all my goods 16 feed the Poor, and thaugh I grvemy body ro 


rity, is plain. Namely, becauſe it is That Temper and 
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the neceſſary and eternal Reaſon and P roger of Things. 
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Anq now, could. any Man, who ſeriouſly conſidered | 
es, and was unacquainted with the Fractiſe of the 
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| World, believe it poſibles . ho profeſſed that, | c 
| Holy: Religion hich-fo ef ceaches' his deine | + 
Peace, ſhould 8 directly contrary to the whole End 
and deſign of th = Religion of Chriſt, (as is too plainly the - | 
pradiſe of the Chief Propagators of the Romiſh Faith,) 
indulge their Luſts, their Paſſions, their Pride, their CO- 
| - verouſneſs, their Ambition ſo far, as not only to be the. 1 

- cauſe of Envyings, Strifes and Contentiohs, ' but even to Y 
make Wars and Fightings (Jam. 4. 1.) neceſſary among | . 1 
© Chriſtians? to the infinite Scandal of our maſt holy Reli- | 
gion, in the ſight of ſews, and Turks, and Pagans; among  . 
| Whom the Name of God is blaſphemed, through Us, as it is.writ- | 4 
ten; Rom.2.-34. Could ſuch a one believe it poſſible, if it 
was not too manifeſt in experience, that Men wha call 
themlelves Chriſtians, ſhould oppreſs and bite and devour 
|. one another, and not be afraid of the Apoſtles threatning, 
| 'rhat they ſhould be conſumed one of another ? (Gal. F. v ©.) And : 
zs it not {till much more abſurd, that Religion it elf, that the 
| Religion of Chriſt, the Religion of, Peace and Love, w hich 
| was intended to reconcile Men to God and to each other; 
hould it ſelf be made the occaſion of Hatred, Aniroſitſes 
3 ad Contentions; nay, of the greateſt Oppreſſions and 
| moſt inhumane Cruelties? In a word, That Pretenſes of 
Religion it ſelf, ſhoulf produce in Men that Spirit, for the 
preventing whereof all Religion was principally and ulti- 
1 matelp intended? I ſhall conclude this Head. wich thoſe re- 
maß dle words of the Apoſtle St. James, Fam. 3. 1 3. Who 
i: #Wiſe Man, and indued with knoꝛledge among yo Let bim 
ſbeꝛð out of a good converſation his Works with meekneſs of Wiſdom , 

. jr if ye have bitter. envying and ſtrife in your hearts, glory not, 

, ana th 
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| e not againſt the Truth; This Wiſdom deſcendeth not from 
Above, but is earthly, [enſual, deviliſh ; For where envying and 
t * frife is, there is confuſion and every evil wr; But the wiſdom | 
| that is from above, is firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle, and eaſie ' 
t he intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, &c. . 1 


8 „ 


®-. 


II. It remains thas we proceed 
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| And here the Practiſe of this Duty i is &verſified as many 3 
The! Ways, as there are different Stations, or, different Circum- 1 
Ii ſtances and Conditions of Men in the World. ſhallonly 4 
I mention theſe following ;, from which all the . 1 
I calily by deduced.” BO . 
1 What this great Duy of e es Charity, b 8 — 4 
1 i to, in reſpect of our behaviou * towards Super aurs * 4 
er tours. . F 
14h. How it abliges! us to behave « our "ſelves 1 our k 
: 1 or thoſe who have done us ay particular lojury, 
An + oY 
1 How it obliges good Mano 1 themſelyes wo- | 
oy. wards thoſe,” who are either negleders and deſpiſers. of Reli- 
- | gion in general, or ſounhappy as to be inyolved in ſome ' 
| particular great and pernicious Errors. „ 
3 reſpect of our behaviour towards Superiours,: the .. 
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| Duty of univer/al Love is to ſhow forth it ſelf in heart, 
; | - willing, and cheerful Obedience to the Commands of thoſe 
. | whom God has ſer over us; in delightingto promote their 
$ + Honour, and to increaſe among Men that and Re- 
| | -fſpe&, which is due to Authotity; In thinking : Then thati-: 
J Rule well, wort by of double Honour; . ( becauſe all Govern⸗ 8 
> | ment is a Burden, as well as an Honour; therefore ) this - 4 


I Auty particularly obliges us to indeavour to make that 
- > | Burden as light and e 1285 we can, by a careful and dili- 
> | gent andconſcientious diſcharge of our ſeveral Duties ach 
in our reſpe&ive Stations; ſo as unanimouſly to promote 
and forward all the End and Deſię igns of good Government, 
the Execution of wiſe and wholſom Laws, and the Peace | ; 
- and Proſperity of the Publicx. 3 
In reſpe& of our behaviours towards Inferiours ; _ Duty y. þ 
of Chriſtian Lowe, is to ſhow forth itfelf in juſt and £1: . cM 
reous and ers dealings in readily relieving the Ne- 
Ceſſities of thoſe | that want; in delivering and N 5 
the oppreſſed; in inſtructing the ignorant and'thole'thar 
are in Errout; in reprov 3 the Wicked, and by gol 
f example as well a5 a A Re; e 8 * 5 
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them to a better mind; In a Word, in doing all the g 


we can, both to the Souls and Bodies of Meu; in imita- 


tion. of our Saviour, who ent about doing good. e 


- Now by how much the greater any Mans Power or Ri- 


cChes or Intereſt e mts" is. and by how much tlie higher 


- his Station is in the Wor! 


og. "rid ; by ſo much the greater is his 
Power of doing good, and by ſò much the more glorious is 
His exercifing and imploying his Power to that excellent 


and noble End. And here is the true and immortal Glory 


of wiſe and good Princes, that as they repreſent God in the 


exexeiſe of Power and Authority in the World, ſo they re- 


the end of Virtue and Goodneſs in promoting the public 
Hai | | 


pines of Mankind. Power, is not deſirable for its own 


fake, any more than Wiſfom and K howledge; but only 
for the ſake of that greater Good; Which inables Men to 
do in the World. And to abuſe Power to the inſlaving and 


deltt@ytng of Mankind; and to the ſerving ſuch Purpoſes, 


| the'pteventing whereof is indeed the only good Reaſon for 
Which Power is truly deſirable; is the greateſt weaknefs 


Auch abſurdity in the World. Fo imply great Power and «F-- 
3 r and ſubduing many Nations, in cauſe- 
Iellyopf Multi eople, er — | 
common Rights and Liberties of Men; is the greateſt folly, 
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opprefſing- Muſtitudes of People; and ſubverting the 


as welas the greateſt wickedneſs, imaginable; and nothing 


can be more weak and contrary to reaſon, than to call that 


| Airibicion by the name of Glory and Gicatneſe, which is 
reall) che moſt inglotious and the moſt diſhonourable | 
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50d is the Stpreme Governour of the 


. and anconiron]able 
Power; yet he makes uſe of that Power to no other End, 
but to preſerve and ſupport and do good to all his Creatu- 


res, according to their ſeveral Natures and Capacities: He 
; CEE ˙wmi ;; oy og a ni tot rand ANTS (PN . : | 
| = Seed, and Joes good; and eſteems Goodnels his greateſt ©, 
| Glory and Perfection, the Title which he moſt deligfit to be | 
1 CEN IE greatneſs therefore, is to imitate God 

in this moſt; 
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glorious Perfection of Goodneſs * And thoſe 


* 8 by yo. * 4 
Dad I 
1 2 4 ; #4 3 3 
2 * NE 2 5 g 1 Ss 4. 17 
F 0 be . Es, ; 
* 


* 3 m 
” 1 4 
* _ by 3 — N F » wt . 
ES 5 ( 8 
2 — * 4 I : : 4 5 2 0 


\ 5 f 8 
„ \ q” 
© ef ' * 
25 n i 0 
; A 
„* 
_ 
7 \ 
. % 
Y * ' 
4 » : 
— 1 , 
i 4 
» 


— WEE bf 22 A 


f ern Ty 5 . 4 N N * is: pts * N 19 : 1 
N * 2 4 « 4M 1 | : 4 4 


15 V 
— N 


Loc bim on Earth, are then mot truly and induftxiouſly his Viee-gerens, 
L Y when they look upon a large extent of Power, to be only a greater com- 
4 N Meg 642. i ** 6 0 . ; N en . „ af + x ACRES 
- ' Paſs ot doing Good; when they imitate God, in being Lovers and Freſerbes? 
1 of Mankind, and making Government a Protection and Security ko all that 8 
ure onder it, And if beyond this, they be flill further inabled 2ogeſtrain = 
the Fury of Oppreſſoursabraad;andcobe Vindicators of the common Rigs 
and Liberties of Nations; thy ills higher degree of true Honour and 
| Greatneſs, and a becoming really. the Praiſe and Glory of the whol: Farih, - 
Zo voſpeakably e cople, on whom, God Has vouchſaſed'to be- 
f  flow'ſo ineſtimable a Bleſſing? and how thanKfub ought we to be, that be 
.. deſcription of ſuch Felicity, is at this Time the exact deſcription of un 
| 20, In reſpect of our behaviour towards our Enemies, ot thoſe who have 


done us any particular Injury; the Duty of univerſal Love and Charity,is. | 


to ſhow forth it ſelfin a willing and ready diſpofition to forgive them upoys | 


| .: i 


+ 4 - * 85 1 1 


their Repentande and deſire of reconciliation.” F thy brother treſpaſs againſt 
|- rhee, rebuke him; and if herepent, forgive him: And if he treſpaſs again 
j theeſeven. times a day, and ſeven times in a day turn again to thee, ſaying, ; 

T repent ; thou ſhalt forgive him, Luk. 17. 3. This, we Chriſtians are in ' ».. 
particular manner obliged to, by the Example of Gods much greater Gd. 
neſs and Compaſſion towards Us,. Since God has forgiven us All, dir e 
I - . Thouſands Talents; Matth. 18. 24. nothing can be more reaſonable in tie 8 
I - . nature of the thing it ſelf, then that we ſhould be moved by chatexample. , - 7 
. to forgive one another freely. ow hundred Pence; and to have:compaſhon,., 


kk each on our fellow-ſervants, as God has had pit) on Us. But belidet the 

. - reaſonableneſs of the thing it ſelf, God has. moreover made it the expreſs © 
condition of our on enjoying the benefit of Hu gracious Pardon: For, sse . 

likewiſe, ſaith our Saviour, ſhall my heaveuly Father ds alſe unto. e. —- 


oy 


. kk. ye from yout hearts forgive not every one hu brother their treſpaſſes Matth. 3 

IVS. 35. And aceordingly we are directed even in our daily Prayer, to sx 
forgiveneſs at the hands of God; only upon ſuch condition, and in ſu f 
manner, as we forgive one another our Treſpaſſes. And This, is upon Sup:---. 
I päoſition of qur Enemies repenting: But if they do no? repent; yerieven. 
5 ſitill ve are obliged, to love and bleſs them, to pray for them, and ſcek all 
opportunities of doing good to them; after the example of out heaven 
I Father, who doth good even to the Evil and to the Unthauful. Neberꝛ- - 
I , theleſs all that is ſaid upon this Head, is to be under ſtood of private, nor 
| of the publick Enemies; againſt whom nei ther the Laws of Nature nor of . 


—— 


| f Chriſtianity,” hays provided any other way of ſecuring ouriſelves, chan b; 


— — 


indeavouring to deprive them of the Power of hurting vs. 
3 5 : wo. * * if . *. \ „ ** 1 N a * % be 
Noi la eſpect of the behaviour. of Good Men towards thoſe yhgarfe 
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j 5 985 either negl a : N and deſpiſers of Religion io general, or ſo unhappy as X 9 5 2 Me 9 
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- de involved in ſome particular great and pernicious Errors ; The But) &f - 0. 
| |- univerſal Love and Charity, obliges us to cndeavovr by all the ways: 
„ | - Gentlenels, inſtruction and reproof, to bring them to Repemtance andes 
I _ better Mind, Magidrates indeed, and: thoſe who are placed in Authority, 
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| _ the Rigbteouſneſs of Go; (I Jam. 20. ) and gur Saviour 

— Tf ſeverely condems that Spirit, which ſome of his 
5 edc to call for Fire © > 
from Heaven, upon the Samaritans who refuſ "NY 


24 xight Senſe of Religion is general, it is our Duty to per- 
EWS cohvince them of 


in anv particular pernicious Errors, it is our L 
In any particular pernicic f. 1 


do err from the truth, and one convert bim: 
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